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T
he physical properties1�5 and func-
tionality of organic thin films strongly
depend on nanostructure and molec-

ular orientation. In particular, texturing,
where the preferential orientation of crystal-
lites is engineered to improve charge
transport6,7 and blending,8�10 enhance
the performance of optoelectronic devices
such as organic solar cells. For solar cells
based on copper phthalocyanine (CuPc,
Figure 1a) and C60, increasing control over
the device structure, for example, combin-
ing blends with continuous layers in tan-
dem structures, has improved efficiency
from ∼1% up to∼5.7%.11 The simplest film
architecture relies on layers of CuPc and C60
stacked on top of each other, as illustrated
in Figure 1b, a structure referred to as a
“bilayer”. When the CuPc film is deposited
onto the electrode using vacuum deposi-
tion, XRD shows that it crystallizes in the
R-phase, in which the molecules are nearly

perpendicular to the substrate and form
columns with the stacking axis parallel to
the substrate.6 Therefore, the direction of
maximum charge transport is parallel to the
electrodes, which is not ideal for optimized
efficiency.6 Furthermore, the CuPc�C60 inter-
facial areawhere exciton separation into useful
charge carriers occurs is restricted to theplanar
interface. Nanostructured or blended films,
depicted schematically in Figure 1c, improve
exciton separation, with concomitant gains in
efficiency.8,10,12,13 Although in some cases the
blend produces CuPc nanocrystals similar to
those in single layers,10 other reportshighlight
the disappearance of crystalline order.8,13,14 It
is therefore unclear whether device improve-
ment is due to either blending or changes in
molecular orientation or both.
Nondestructive characterization of such

complex nanostructures is essential for both
fundamental understanding and quality con-
trol but cannot be performed by standard
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ABSTRACT Nanostructure and molecular orientation play a

crucial role in determining the functionality of organic thin films.

In practical devices, such as organic solar cells consisting of

donor�acceptor mixtures, crystallinity is poor and these qualities

cannot be readily determined by conventional diffraction techni-

ques, while common microscopy only reveals surface morphology.

Using a simple nondestructive technique, namely, continuous-wave

electron paramagnetic resonance spectroscopy, which exploits the

well-understood angular dependence of the g-factor and hyperfine tensors, we show that in the solar cell blend of C60 and copper phthalocyanine (CuPc);
for which X-ray diffraction gives no information;the CuPc, and by implication the C60, molecules form nanoclusters, with the planes of the CuPc molecules

oriented perpendicular to the film surface. This information demonstrates that the current nanostructure in CuPc:C60 solar cells is far from optimal and

suggests that their efficiency could be considerably increased by alternative film growth algorithms.

KEYWORDS: EPR . organic solar cells . molecular aggregation . molecular orientation . DFT . XRD . texture analysis
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methods, instead requiring difficult sample prepara-
tion and/or large-scale facilities such as synchrotrons.
Various techniques have been used to study molecular
orientation in organic semiconductor films. For crystal-
line samples, X-ray diffraction (XRD) can reveal the
structure and texture of films, from which orientation
can be derived. However, for amorphous samples or
those with grain sizes smaller than ∼10 nm, XRD is
uninformative. Methods that do not rely on crystallinity
include near-edge X-ray absorption fine structure
(NEXAFS)15,16 and, more recently, polarized X-ray
scattering,17 both requiring synchrotron radiation, or
optical spectroscopy.3,18,19 The latter requires detailed prior
knowledge of optical properties, while analysis of mixtures
is complex and does not provide straightforward informa-
tion about nearest-neighbor occupancy.
In contrast, electronparamagnetic resonance (EPR) spec-

troscopy can be used to determine bothmolecular orienta-
tion and clustering within samples that do not exhibit any
crystalline order and has been applied to polymers20,21 and
CuPc films.22 Assessing the molecular orientation relies on
anisotropic contributions to the spin Hamiltonian from the
electronic Zeeman (g) interaction and the hyperfine (A)
coupling, while line broadening with respect to isolated
CuPc molecules, due to the exchange interaction, reveals
the extent of clustering. Here we use EPR spectroscopy to
determine both the orientation andmolecular clustering in
the important solar cell blend of C60 and CuPc;for which
X-ray diffraction gives no information.

RESULTS

We examined two 200 nm thick films of a CuPc:C60
mixture obtained by coevaporation of 50% CuPc and

50% C60 (hereafter labeled CuPc:C60) either directly
onto Kapton or onto a 20 nm thick H2Pc layer on
Kapton which emulate improved photovoltaic
structures.8,13 These films lack a pronounced grain
structure (Figure 2a), and the surface roughness is 1
order of magnitude lower than for pure Pc films
(Figure 2b), as used in bilayers. The XRD data from
the two CuPc:C60 films are either featureless or show
only one peak which corresponds to the 20 nm thick
H2Pc, indicating that if the blends contain a significant
proportion of crystallites, then their diameters must be
below 20 nm (Figure 3a,b). The failure of XRD to yield
orientation information for the mixed films necessi-
tates the use of another technique, and the unpaired
electron on the copper dx2�y2 orbital allows CuPc to be
studied via EPR spectroscopy.23

Here we probe the molecular orientation of these
thin films of CuPc by exploiting the angular depen-
dence of the EPR spectrum of a CuPc molecule and the
aggregation of CuPc in mixed films by its effect on the
EPR spectral line width. Figure 3c,d shows the extrema
in angular variation of the EPR spectra of the CuPc:C60
films. Because there are many terms in the spin
Hamiltonian that, depending on the relative interac-
tion strengths, can have similar effects, interpretation
of a single spectrum is difficult. To establish that the
spectral shape is the result ofmolecular orientation, it is
necessary to perform EPR as the sample is rotated with
respect to the magnetic field; panels e and f of Figure 3
are contour representations of the resulting rotation
patterns. They straightforwardly demonstrate that EPR
can provide information where XRD cannot. Further
details about the spectral features are given below.
To further our understanding of the system, we

compare the CuPc:C60 film with a judiciously chosen
model system, CuPc:H2Pc mixtures, where we can
control the nanostructure directly through deposition
conditions. It is known that CuPc can be cosublimed
with H2Pc (which is diamagnetic) to form spin-diluted
mixtures,24 where the reduced spin�spin interactions
increase spectral resolution.25 Dilution-dependent
changes are mainly due to dipolar broadening
and exchange narrowing.26,27 Molecular orientation
can be controlled through an intermediate layer of

Figure 1. (a) Molecular structure of CuPc. Yellow, grey, blue
and red spheres represent H, C, N and Cu atoms. Schematic
of heterojunction solar cells showing both (b) bilayer and
(c) blended geometries.

Figure 2. AFM images of (a) CuPc:C60 film and (b) templated 5% CuPc:H2Pc film. Note the difference in vertical scale.
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perylene-3,4,9,20-tetracarboxylic dianhydride (PTCDA)
between CuPc and the substrate. This has been shown
to modify the orientation of CuPc molecules through
templating,6 forcing the molecular plane to lie parallel
to the substrate, rather than in the nearly perpendicu-
lar orientation found if no PTCDA is present on an
amorphous substrate such as Kapton.28

Figure 4 (left panel) shows fingerprints for four films
with known molecular orientation and spin dilution
that were obtained by plotting the rotation data as
contour maps, alongside simulations (Figure 4, right
panel) for the distribution of molecular orientation as
determined from XRD (see below and Figure 6), taking
into account both the meanmolecular orientation and
the spread.
The EPR spectrum is due to a spin 1/2 electron on the

copper. The CuPc molecule has axial symmetry in both
the g factor and the copper hyperfine coupling,25 and
the values of g are different in the plane of the
molecule and along the molecular axis. The large
splittings observed are due to the hyperfine interac-
tion with the copper nuclear spin of 3/2, which is also
axially symmetric, and leading to four peaks for each
value of g. The peaks are broadened by the presence
of two copper isotopes (69% 63Cu and 31% 65Cu)
both with the same nuclear spin of 3/2 but with
slightly different gyromagnetic ratios (1.484 and
1.588, respectively) and further split by an interac-
tion with the four identical nitrogen atoms, which
leads to each copper peak being subdivided into 9.
The spectra are broadened by the spin�spin inter-
actions between copper atoms on neighboring mol-
ecules, so this hyperfine structure is not observed for
pure and lightly diluted CuPc. However, it does

become visible when the CuPc is diluted down to
approximately 5% in H2Pc, as shown in Figure 5.
Hence, for the dilute samples, the simulations do not
need to take into account neighboring copper atoms
and are therefore also faster.
The simulations are performed with the known

g and ACu values25 (g^ = 2.0390, g|| = 2.1577, A^ =
�83 MHz, and A|| =�648 MHz, with subscripts ^ and ||
referring to the direction parallel and perpendicular to
the molecular plane, respectively;25 see Materials and
Methods section for further details) with and without
an exchange interaction; the line width of the copper
hyperfine splitting is adjusted to match the experi-
mental data. The inclusion of an exchange interaction

Figure 3. XRD patterns of (a) CuPc:C60 film and (b) CuPc:C60
on 20 nmH2Pc. EPR spectra of (c) CuPc:C60 film and (d) CuPc:
C60 on 20 nm H2Pc at both 0 and at 90� with respect to the
applied magnetic field. Contour maps showing the orienta-
tion dependence of EPR spectra on a (e) CuPc:C60 film and
(f) CuPc:C60 on 20 nm H2Pc.

Figure 4. Contour maps showing the orientation depen-
dence of EPR spectra for CuPc. The left-hand column shows
experimental spectra for 200 nm thickness films of (a) 50%
CuPc:H2Pc, (c) 50% CuPc:H2Pc on 20 nm PTCDA, (e) 100%
CuPc on Kapton, and (g) 100% CuPc on 20 nm PTCDA. The
right-hand column shows simulated spectra for CuPc with
molecular distributions as determined from XRD: (b,d) no
exchange interactionwith distributions as for a filmwithout
PTCDA and a film with PTCDA, respectively; (f,h) exchange
interaction of 1K with distributions as for a film without
PTCDA and a film with PTCDA, respectively.
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reproduces the coalescence of the copper hyperfine
structure observed on going from 50% CuPc:50% H2Pc
(hereafter abbreviated as 50% CuPc:H2Pc) to 100%
CuPc. The contour maps of the experimental spectra
for the four samples are distinct and are excellently
reproduced by the simulations. Thus we have gener-
ated four rotation patterns to which a sample of
interest can be compared to deduce molecular orien-
tation and clustering. By simulating patterns for other
molecular orientations, we have confirmed that the
match between experimental and simulated EPR rota-
tion patterns is not a fortuitous coincidence; see
Supporting Information for details. Furthermore, we
find that (a) films grown on the same type of substrate
have the same shape of EPR rotation pattern, irrespec-
tive of the CuPc concentration or thickness of film, and
(b) filmswith the sameCuPc concentration have similar
line width, regardless of the substrate or thickness of
film.
Comparing the contour maps for the CuPc:C60 films

shown in Figure 3 with those for CuPc:H2Pc mixtures in

Figure 4, it is evident that these films do not resemble
either 50% CuPc:H2Pc film. Rather, the CuPc:C60 mixed
films most closely resemble the 100% CuPc nontem-
plated film. The conclusion is that, in the co-deposited
films of CuPc and C60, the CuPc forms clusters with the
molecular plane approximately perpendicular to the
substrate. The improvement in solar cell efficiency
upon blending with C60 is, therefore, not the result of
any change in molecular orientation but rather is due
to an increased interface between donor and acceptor.
Furthermore, the EPR data shown in Figure 3 demon-
strates that the use of an intermediate layer of H2Pc,
which is known to improve open-circuit voltage in cells
containing blended CuPc:C60 active layers,

8,13 does not
influence molecular orientation.
As we have seen above, the EPR line width yields

information about whether the electron spins are
randomly distributed or clustered; Figure 5a,b shows
spectra of nontemplated and templated CuPc:H2Pc
films with the films orientated perpendicular to the
magnetic field for varying stoichiometries. The increased

Figure 5. EPR spectra of thin films of copper phthalocyanine; the left- and right-hand columns depict nontemplated and
templated data respectively. (a,b) Variation in line width of both films at differing spin concentrations, which are specified to
the left of the graph in (a). Note that the films are perpendicular to the magnetic field; i.e., τ = 0�. Angular variation of the EPR
spectra for (c) nontemplated 5% CuPc:H2Pc and (d) templated 5% CuPc:H2Pc; the red dashed curves are a guide for the eye
depicting the angular variation of g-factor and copper hyperfine interaction for a single molecular orientation; the blue
vertical lines designate two standard deviations of the Gaussian wavelet transform used in the sharpness measure. In all
spectra, Kapton peaks at ∼350 mT have been reduced for ease of viewing.
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line width of the copper hyperfine structure from 5 to
75% spin concentration is assigned to dipolar broad-
ening, the influence of fluctuating nearby magnetic
dipoles on the measured spin. As the CuPc concentra-
tion increases further to 100%, exchange dominates
and causes a narrowing of the spectrum. Although
density functional theory provides an effective
means of calculating the exchange,28,29 the results
are sensitive to the molecular packing and depend
on the choice of exchange correlation functional.
Our purpose here is not to model the exchange but
rather to demonstrate how the concentration-
dependent line width may be used as an indicator of
clustering.
The visual comparison of model films and CuPc:C60

provides us with a qualitative understanding of the
nanostructure and texture of the CuPc:C60 films but
does not yield quantitative results. Without validation,
these conclusions would be highly suggestive but not
definitive. To provide this validation, we consider the
EPR of crystalline thin films where, in contrast to the
amorphous solar cell films, XRD can provide useful
information. The comparison of EPR and XRD on the
same film allows us to robustly connect our EPR results
with the historical literature that has primarily focused
on XRD analysis.
For this comparison, we chose to use the 5% CuPc:

H2Pc film as it contains contributions from nitrogen
and copper hyperfine couplings both of which have an
angular dependence. The rotation patterns of nontem-
plated and templated 5% CuPc:H2Pc films are depicted
in Figure 5c,d, respectively. The peak at ∼350 mT is
assigned to the summation of an oxygen-derived free
radical in H2Pc,

30 and a signal from the Kapton film that
does not change position as the angle, τ, between the
normal to the substrate and themagnetic field is varied
in contrast to the strong dependence observed for the
CuPc transitions. In the templated film, the largest
hyperfine splitting is observed at τ∼ 0� since the plane
of the molecule is approximately parallel to the sub-
strate, whereas in the nontemplated film, it occurs at
τ ∼ 90�. As a guide to the eye, the angular variation of
the g-factor andCuhyperfine coupling is plotted in red,
with the simulated molecular orientation chosen to
represent either a templated film (at τ = 0�, the angle
between the normal to themolecular plane and B-field
was set to 0�) or nontemplated film (at τ = 0�, the same
angle was set to 90�).
The EPR rotation patterns can be compared to the

XRD scans in Figure 6a,b that show that diluted CuPc
thin films adopt the same R-phase as their pristine
equivalents,31 whose structure has recently been
redetermined.32 However, the systematic absences of
peaks compared to those observed in a fully randomly
oriented powder indicate that the crystallites in
the films display a preferential orientation with respect
to the substrate (i.e., are textured). Note that the

contribution from the PTCDA layer to the XRD of the
templated films is small.
To determine the orientation of the diffracting

planes, we acquire ψ curves, where the intensity of a
particular XRD reflection is recorded as the sample is
tilted by an angleψ about an axis at the intersection of
the substrate and the plane formed by the X-ray beam
path. Figure 6c shows the ψ curves of the nontem-
plated 5%CuPc:H2Pc film at 2θ = 6.8� (arising from
diffraction from the (100) planes32). The intensity peaks
at ψ = 0� implying that the (100) plane is preferentially
parallel to the substrate and the molecules form an
angle of 82� with it; the molecular orientation with
respect to the crystallographic planes is deduced from
analysis of the R-CuPc crystal structure.32 Figure 6d
depicts theψ curve of the templated 5%CuPc:H2Pc film
at 2θ = 26.6 and 27.6� (due to diffraction from the
(01�2) and (11�2) planes of the R-phase, respec-
tively32). The presence of two satellite peaks indi-
cates that the grains adopt two orientations, with the

Figure 6. XRD patterns of thin films deposited on Kapton,
(a) 5% CuPc:H2Pc and (b) templated 5% CuPc:H2Pc. The
diffraction planes in (a) are (100) and (200) for R-CuPc at 6.8
and 13.7�, respectively, and in (b) are (01�2) of R-CuPc at
26.6�, (11�2) of R-CuPc at 27.6�, and (01�2) for β-PTCDA at
27.6�; ψ curves (circles) and Gaussian fits (red lines) for (c)
5% CuPc film at 2θ = 6.8� and (d) templated 5% CuPc:H2Pc
film at 2θ = 26.6� (top) and 2θ = 27.6� (bottom). The Kapton
background has been removed, and the intensity has been
normalized to the central peak. Plots of the variation of the
“sharpness measure”with angle τ for (e) nontemplated and
(f) templated films and Gaussian fits.
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2θ plane preferentially parallel or tilted 12� to the
substrate. This difference is close to 14.5�, the angular
separation between the (01�2) and (11�2) planes
and further confirms that these two planes are
preferentially parallel to the substrate in different
grains. This differs from previous interpretations4,5,7,22,33

which mainly relied on θ�2θ XRD, and crucially also
used a crystal structure that has been questioned by
Hoshino et al.32 We believe that the present interpreta-
tion relies on more robust experimental evidence
including the use of pole figures; it utilizes an arguably
more accurate crystal structure32 and addresses the
issues raised by previous research. Our model defines
molecular planes tilted at angles of 7.5 and 9.0� with
respect to the substrate.
The widths of the ψ curves as obtained from the

Gaussian fitting are larger for the nontemplated films
(σ = 11�) than for the templated films (σ = 5� for both
the central and satellite peaks), as the stronger inter-
actions with the PTCDA layer constrain the CuPc
crystallite orientation more forcefully than the Kapton
substrate alone.
To extract the spread of molecular orientations from

the EPR data, a windowed Fourier transform is used to
obtain an empirical “sharpness measure” that quanti-
fies the resolvability of the nitrogen hyperfine struc-
ture. Three effects contribute to this sharpness
measure: the variation with angle of the g-factor and
the hyperfine coupling, the natural line width and its
variation with angle, and the distribution of molecular
orientations. The sharpness measure peaks when the
film is oriented so that there is minimum angular
variation in the effective g-factors and hyperfine cou-
plings; this happens when large populations of mol-
ecules lie with the principal axes of the g and A tensors
aligned with the field. In these films, this occurs at the
orientations τ = 0� and τ = 90� for the nontemplated
and templated cases, respectively.
Plots of the windowed Fourier transform versus

rotation angle are shown in Figure 6e,f. The peak
locations confirm the inference from the spectra of
Figure 5c,d that the dominant orientation is with the
molecular z-axes almost in-plane for the nontemplated
films and almost perpendicular for templated films.
The peak widths (σ = 9� for the nontemplated and σ =
5� for the templated films) provide a measure of the
spread of molecular orientations (see Supporting In-
formation for details) and can be directly compared to
the mosaicities (σ = 11� and σ = 5�, respectively)
determined by XRD, with which they are found to
match well.

DISCUSSION

We have presented a fingerprinting technique for
determining bothmolecular orientation and clustering
in films of CuPc based on EPR spectroscopy. Although

determination of the orientation of crystallographic
planes may be achieved by XRD, molecular orientation
can only be extracted when there is a sufficiently large
number of visible Bragg peaks to determine how the
molecules are situated within the crystallographic unit
cell. In contrast, EPR measures the molecular orienta-
tion directly, through the anisotropy of the electronic
Zeeman and hyperfine interactions that are character-
istic of the molecule itself;the method is therefore
applicable to poor crystals and even noncrystalline
samples. Furthermore, EPR allows clustering to be
identified via the effect of spin�spin interactions on
the line width. In this paper, we have validated the EPR
approach through spectral simulation and comparison
with XRD data on crystalline films. In a test case, impor-
tant for understanding the efficiency of solar cells, where
no information is available from XRD, we demonstrate
that the CuPc forms clusters in CuPc:C60 mixed films with
the molecular planes of the Pc molecules oriented
perpendicular to the substrate.
The CuPc cluster size is not measured explicitly, but

our data imply considerable constraints. The EPR mea-
surements impart a lower bound since the CuPc:C60
film spectra (shown in Figure 2c,d) show no sign of
hyperfine splitting. This suggests that each CuPc mo-
lecule is in a cluster two or more molecules thick along
their stacking direction. The corresponding X-ray data
contain no trace of diffraction, and because clusters
above ∼10 nm would lead to a diffraction signal, the
upper bound for the cluster size is on the order of
26 molecules along the one-dimensional columns. The
clusters therefore are small regions within the mor-
phology visible by AFM, which consists of spherical
features with a characteristic length scale on the order
of 50 nm, corresponding to ∼130 molecules stacked
along one-dimensional columns.
We conclude that in today's “optimal” blended Pc-

based solar cells, the Pc molecules are not oriented in
the ideal direction for charge transport. This implies
that improved solar cells could be manufactured by
combining blending with engineering of molecular
orientation in order to rotate the CuPc molecular
planes parallel to the substrate and optimize the
degree of clustering. Our fingerprinting approach fa-
cilitates the required film growth studies because now
the relevant microscopic detail is accessible. The tech-
nique is not limited to CuPc samples but can be used to
study molecular orientation and clustering in other
anisotropic spin-bearing species. With suitable optical
excitation, inducing paramagnetic excited states,34

EPR even has the potential to be extended tomeasure-
ments on samples with diamagnetic ground states.
Furthermore, the technique is convenient and low-cost
compared to electron microscopy and synchrotron-
based methods. As our measurements could be per-
formed on a single sheet of film (see Supporting
Information), and EPR has been demonstrated to be
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compatible with the study of organic devices,35 the
technique could be implemented for quality control in

a roll-to-roll fabrication plant of flexible solar cells or
displays using a simple Fabry�Perot EPR resonator.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
The films were grown by organic molecular beam deposition

(OMBD) in a Kurt J. Lesker Spectros system with a base pressure
of around 5 � 10�7 mbar on flexible 25 μm thick Kapton
substrates at a combined deposition rate of 1 Å/s. Two different
versions of each film were produced: (1) deposited directly on
the Kapton and (2) on a 20 nm intermediate layer of PTCDA or
H2Pc for the Pc and CuPc:C60 films, respectively. The proportion
of materials inmixed films is quoted in percentage bymass. The
intermediate layer was deposited in the same chamber without
breaking the vacuum at a rate of 0.2 Å/ s.
The XRD θ/2θ patterns were obtained using a Panalytical

X'Pert PRO MPD with Ni filtered Cu KR radiation from a fixed
anode at 40 kV, 40 mA. Data were collected within the range 5�
< 2θ< 30�with a 0.033� step size, with a counting time of 8 s per
point in all cases. The Kapton substrate with films deposited on
it was cut into ∼1 cm � 1 cm samples. The ψ curves were
obtained using a Panalytical X'Pert MRD with Ni filtered Cu KR
radiation at 40 kV and 40 mA. Data were collected within the
range �40�< ψ < 40� with a 0.5� step size at the stated 2θ. The
Kapton substrate with the film deposited on it was cut into
∼5 cm� 2 cm strips and mounted with the long axis parallel to
the source detector axis.
The AFMmeasurements were performed on a Veeco Dimen-

sion 3100 microscope in tapping mode, using silicon tips
supplied by MicroMasch.
EPR spectra were collected using a Bruker EMX Plus X-band

spectrometer equipped with a 4122SHQE resonator operating
at a frequency of approximately 9.8 GHz. A 30 mm � 10 mm
piece of the Kapton substrate with the film deposited on it was
cut into 10 strips which were placed inside a sample tube
between two pieces of a quartz rod split down the middle,
holding the films flat and parallel. The tube was held in a
goniometer, allowing rotation of the sample within the reso-
nator thus changing the angle τ (see Figures 2�5), between the
magnetic field and the film. EPR spectra were recorded in the
dark with a 5� step size for the 5%CuPc:H2Pc films and a 10� step
size for the 50% CuPc:H2Pc, 100% CuPc and CuPc:C60 films for at
least 220�. For comparison, EPR spectra were also recorded in
the same resonator with a single sheet of CuPc:C60 (area 5.6 cm
� 0.8 cm). The spectra (shown in the Supporting Information)
reproduce the angular dependence found with the stacked
sheets, but with lower sensitivity due to the non-optimal
resonator geometry.
The sharpness measure is found by an empirical procedure:

an appropriate portion of the EPR spectrum is selected by
performing a Gaussian wavelet Fourier transform (blue vertical
lines in 5c and 5d designate two standard deviations). The
Gaussian cutoff is chosen to prevent artifacts from an abrupt
termination; the center was at 341 mT and standard deviation
was 5 mT, but the qualitative results remain over a range of
parameters. The sharpness measure is derived by integrating
the Fourier transform over a small range of frequencies around
that corresponding to the nitrogen hyperfine splitting.
In the EPR simulations, we take into account the important

elements in the experiments, such as the nearest-neighbor
exchange interaction, the Cu hyperfine coupling, and the Zee-
man energy in the spin Hamiltonian
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F

2)

þ μNgnB
F

3 (I
FCu

1 þ I
FCu

2 )

Here J is the exchange coupling between neighboring Cu

electron spins A
FF ¼

A^
A^

A )

0
@

1
Ais the tensor for anisotro-

pic hyperfine coupling with A^ =�83 MHz, A ) =�648 MHz and

g
FF

e ¼
g^

g^
g )

0
@

1
Ais the anisotropic g-tensor with g^ =

2.0390, g ) = 2.1577.25 We first compute EPR spectra by Fermi's
Golden Rule, assuming a Gaussian homogeneous line broad-
ening, for a range of relative orientations of the static magnetic
field and the molecular orientation. Then in order to describe
the realistic orientation distribution of CuPc, we assume a
Gaussian distribution for F, the angle between the molecular
z-axis and the normal to the plane (Ftemplated,1 = 7�, Ftemplated,2 =
9�,σtemplated=3.82�, Fnontemplated = 82�,σtemplated=11.04�), and a
uniform distribution in the film plane based on XRD patterns.
Using this information, we perform an angular averaging with
open Plate-Carré spherical codes36 for F and τ. We select the F
angle from F � 3σF to F þ 3σF with interval σF and τ from 0 to
360� with a 6� interval, yielding a total of 847 points on the
sphere. The line broadening is set to be 150 MHz to take into
account the effect of further splitting due to nitrogen hyperfine
couplings. In all, nine simulations have been performed to
support the experimental results. Four simulations were done
for a templated molecular and a nontemplated pair with and
without exchange interaction (we consider J= 1 K, equivalent to
21 GHz), as shown in Figure 4. Another four simulations were
performed for F = 16� and F = 64� with the same deviations to
illustrate the sensitivity of the EPR spectra to the molecular
orientations (see Supporting Information). A powder spectrum,
where both F and τ are uniformly distributed, was also simu-
lated (see Supporting Information).
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